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• Popes had great religious power, while kings had 
great political power 

• Popes could excommunicate ( throw out of 
church) a punishment that could keep you from 
heaven. 

• Eventually the pope declared himself more 
powerful 

• Those who rebelled against the pope were 
excommunicated 

• After a struggle kings finally gave into the pope 
and the pope became greatly more powerful. 
 
















