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Chapter 14 “The Early Americas” Study Guide

1	The first people to arrive in the Americas were

2	What is the most accepted theory as to how the first people arrived in the Americas?

3	When early people learned to plant seeds and farm, what major impact did this have on their lives?

4	What is obsidian?

5	What was special about cacao beans?

6	For what purpose was the temple in the city of Palenque built?

7	The vast majority of Maya people within the lower class were

8	How did the Maya people usually supply the gods with blood?

9	In what way was the Maya writing system similar to Egyptian hieroglyphics?

10. What is a causeway?

11. What was the Popol Vuh?

12. What plants did people in South America grow?

13. Which people in Maya society had it relatively good?

14. Which people in Maya society had it relatively bad?

15. Of the many Maya achievements, what do you think was the most important & why?

Turn to page 405 in your book put the answer to questions 1-7 here.
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